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Reviewers: CBMR May 2019 Book Reviews

Book Review

Dr. Snow Has Got to Go
My Weirder-est School
Author

Dan Gutman

Illustrator
Jim Paillot

Reviewer

Cynthia Phillips

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
105

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062691026

Publisher

HarperCollins Publishers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

A.J. attends Ella Mentry school. Mrs. Ella Mentry, a retired
teacher, donated a million dollars to the school, so it was named
after her. At an assembly, A.J. and his fellow students are
introduced to Dr. Snow, the scientist. He is going to be their new
science teacher and will prepare the students for the science fair.
But what a ridiculous fair it’ll be! There won’t even be any cotton
candy or rides. And what’s more, Dr. Snow seems to be reveling
in the accidents that happen around the school. He even has an
evil laugh! The children are determined that Dr. Snow has got to
go. When Mrs. Ella Mentry threatens to take back her donation
and the science fair starts to go awry, the kids know exactly who
is behind it all.
Dr. Snow Has Got to Go is the first book of a new series entitled
My Weirder-est School. The series is a sequel to the My Weird
School and My Weirdest School series written by Dan Gutman.
Dan Gutman takes ordinary well-known experiences, like a
science fair, and adds childhood flair and comedic timing to
create a masterpiece. The book teaches simple scientific terms
and phrases, such as ‘velocity’ and Newton’s Laws. This early
chapter book is a great short read that is easy enough for a
first chapter book but witty enough for all ages to enjoy. The
illustrations are cartoonish in their appearance which flows
perfectly with the “television episode” type writing style. The
books in the series all seem to allude to each other by referring
to other characters or circumstances. The more books you read,
the more you know about the characters. Dr. Snow Has Got to
Go continues the marvelous series and should be included in all
elementary school libraries.
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Book Review

Finding Winnie: The
True Story of the World’s
Most Famous Bear
Author

Lindsay Mattick

Illustrator

Sophie Blackall

Reviewer

Meaghan Rockwood

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
56

Year

Before there was Winnie-the-Pooh, there was a real bear named
Winnie. In 1914, a veterinarian named Harry Colebourn was
headed to war. While Harry was boarding the train, he saw a
gentleman with a small bear tied around a rope. Harry was
soft-hearted and decided to rescue the bear. The name of the
bear was going to be Winnie after his hometown of Winnipeg.
Harry and Winnie travel and form an incredible friendship. After
Harry was called to the front line of the war, he put Winnie in the
London Zoo, where she made a good friend named Christopher
Robins.
Finding Winnie is a story of true friendship and the sacrifices that
need to be made in order to protect the ones you love. Readers
will enjoy this book and the format it is told in. The book is so well
written that it draws you in immediately, and you become part of
the adventure. The story is told from the perspective of Harry’s
great-great-granddaughter, which adds another element of
authority to an already well-recognized book. This book is a great
addition to a classroom library and a great read-aloud for all types
of learners.

2015

ISBN

9780316324908

Publisher

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Forest Talk: How
Trees Communicate
Author

Melissa Koch

Reviewer
Emilee Bell

Rating
Excellent

Level
Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
96

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541519770

Publisher

Learner Publishing
Group, Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Forest Talk unravels the complexities of the symbiotic
relationships within a forest that go on under our very own feet.
Koch takes the time to build the backstory from indigenous
knowledge all the way up to the cutting edge research of today.
From fungi to humans, trees connect with and through a wide
array of organisms, with life-changing implications at every
junction. For example, certain deciduous trees have built-in trade
agreements with coniferous trees to exchange resources during
difficult seasons or when a disease plagues one of the species
but not the other. The health of a forest literally depends on
diversity, helping us realize that humans could learn a lot from
floral society structures.
The sources of information presented in this book open up a
whole new world of forest research as well as environmental
science. Not only does Koch explain the science behind current
environmental conflict, she also extends opportunities for
practical application. Considering that this book reaches out
to middle grade readers, including giving action steps, this
book will engage the most curious and moldable minds in our
communities. Unfortunately, there are a few major editorial
mistakes in this edition, such as information about the levels
of the forest that are not identical in the locations described in
this book. Despite these technical issues, Forest Talk will be a
valuable resource for teachers, community leaders, and parents
alike.
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Book Review

Generation One
Lorien Legacies Reborn
Author

Pittacus Lore

Reviewer
Giselle Davis

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
416

Year
2018

ISBN

9780062493705

Publisher

HarperCollins

One year after the invasion of Earth, teenagers across the globe
are continuing to discover they have been gifted Legacies similar
to those of their Loric heroes. With many countries worried about
safety, it is decided an academy will be built where these kids
can learn to use their powers, after which they will be put into
service for the United Nations. Some are excited to go, such
as Kopano Okeke from Nigeria. Others, like Taylor Cook, would
rather keep their powers hidden. Taylor avoids the Academy as
long as possible, but once she’s there she finds herself making
friends with a group of underdog outcasts like herself. What
the kids don’t know is that another organization is working
to undermine the Academy. When Taylor is kidnapped for her
healing Legacy, the group must survive long enough to rescue
her and find a way to infiltrate the other organization to learn
what their plans are.
With a diverse cast of characters and a high-stakes story
surrounding them, the original Lorien Legacies series has
been underappreciated. Generation One tries to recapture the
original series, and while it’s certainly an enjoyable read, it has
a hard time living up to the first books. The characters and their
interactions are interesting, but the book struggles in getting
readers invested. A large portion of the book is just a slice-oflife style story of what it’s like at the Academy. Hints of what’s
going on behind the scenes are in place, but they aren’t fully
developed until much later, which makes it pretty easy to predict
how plot points will connect. This gives the book a slow pace that
may destroy a reader’s motivation to continue reading, especially
when they’ve already guessed the ending. Overall, this is a
dependable book but not as intense and attention-grabbing as
the original series.
*Contains severe violence and and severe language.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Giant Tess
Author

Dan Yaccarino

Illustrator

Dan Yaccarino

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool

Pages
34

Year

A fairy couple in the city of Myth-hattan adopt a baby, Tess, and
when she grows to be a car-sized toddler they know she is a giant.
Tess, however, just wants to be like everyone else. When she tries
to help set up for the big parade, she accidentally crushes one
of the floats and runs off to hide. Soon she hears someone else
who is sad and goes to help, finding a dragon, who happens to be
just her size. After she pulls a thorn from his paw, the new friends
go to watch the parade from a distance—until a runaway balloon
gives the pair an opportunity to save the day.
Giant Tess learns that sometimes what makes us different can
also make us special. The only thing that diminishes this lesson is
Tess befriending a dragon that’s just as big as her. This approach
may give the impression that if you feel left out or different that
finding someone else just like you may be the best way to make
friends. Celebrating our differences and what make us special
may be more generally applicable. The illustrations are full of
fun and bizarre mythological creatures. They add variety to the
images without distracting from the focus through a simplified
palette for peripheral elements. Giant Tess is wonderful and a bit
odd, just like its protagonist.

2019

ISBN

9780062670274

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Harold and the
Purple Crayon
Author

Crockett Johnson

Illustrator

Crockett Johnson

Reviewer

Jessica Reynolds

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
64

Year
1996

Harold takes a walk on a blank canvas with his purple crayon.
He then takes the necessary precautions to take care of himself:
he draws light when he cannot see, a boat when he’s in high
water, and a picnic when he gets hungry. However, when Harold
discovers he is lost, he draws a hill, a hot air balloon, and a police
officer to help him make his way home. He is not sure he will ever
find his room again, but perhaps his purple crayon can still help
him.
Harold and the Purple Crayon is a creative, fun-filled book that
takes readers on an imaginative adventure. The illustrations
brilliantly weave the words together with their meanings, creating
an intriguing book that readers will not want to put down. The
illustrations are black and white with an accent of purple, showing
the different things that Harold draws. This allows readers to
visualize what the text says in a unique way. This inspiring story
can teach young children that imagination has no limits as long
as they continuously think and create. It can also help children
learn the importance of using their imagination to take them to
new heights. This text could be helpful in a classroom setting to
get students brainstorming about creative ideas for writing and
fine arts, or to teach them how to visualize the texts they read.

ISBN

9780747532033

Publisher
Bloomsbury

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Harrison Dwight
Ballerina and Knight
Author

Rachael MacFarlane

Illustrator

Spencer Laudiero

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
52

Year

Harrison Dwight loves to both dance and pretend he is a knight.
He goes to football games with his mom and picks flowers with
his dad. His parents teach him to be who he is. Sometimes in all
his playing, Harrison may hurt himself or experience something
bad, but he knows it’s okay to feel sad and that tears can help
people heal. So even when others may find it odd, Harrison learns
that it’s important to feel what you feel and be who you are.
This book breaks down gender stereotypes. Harrison does many
things that are stereotypically feminine, like painting his nails
and wearing his favorite color pink. Harrison cries a lot, which
encourages readers to see this as healthy coping mechanism, not
a sign of weakness. The book follows a simple rhyming pattern.
Together the text and the illustrations appear to tell a cute story,
but the episodic way the events are portrayed lack cohesion.
While each event portrays the good points the author wants to
make, they don’t always flow together well. There are not any
parts of the text that develop Harrison as a character, so for the
most part the story seems forced. Children may not notice this,
however, and may find more to like in the great messages and
beautiful illustrations that make this a fine book.

2019

ISBN

9781250138583

Publisher

Macmillan Publishing
Group

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Hazel and Twig:
The Birthday Fortune
Author

Brenna Burns Yu

Illustrator

Brenna Burns Yu

Reviewer

Cynthia Phillips

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
39

Year
2018

ISBN

Hazel loves looking out for her baby sister Twig. Twig follows Hazel
everywhere as they prepare for Twig’s first birthday party. All the
mice families are invited to Twig’s first birthday. There Twig will
pick her birthday fortune, also known as her doljabi. At her party
they will put out several items and she will have the chance to
pick just one. What she picks will tell a bit about her life. As the
party is approaching everyone is busy with preparations, including
making Twig’s beautiful dress and traditional foods and decor.
The whole family arrives in anticipation of what Twig will choose.
They are quite pleased with what she chooses and what her
doljabi says about her future.
This book has lovely, dainty artwork that gives the feel of living in
the delicate mouse world. Watercolor and pastel colors add to the
serene landscape of the story. The tale is written in such a way
that it is a peaceful but exciting read. The tradition of the doljabi
comes from Korea. This story includes many Korean traditions.
While reading this book, children can learn about a different
culture. Many families who do this birthday tradition will enjoy
learning where it first started. The family dynamics are so sweet
and wholesome. It is definitely a book that recommended for
families with little girls and for learning about birthday traditions.
It’s also a wonderful pick for studying cultures.

9780763689704

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Here We Are Now
Author

Jasmine Warga

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
292

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062324702

Publisher

Harper Collins

Taliah Sahar Abdallat has never known who her dad is, but she’s
pretty certain he’s the famous indie rock star Jullian Oliver. They
have the same eyes, the same smile, and the same love for
music—not to mention the shoebox of letters from him to her
Mom. Since Taliah’s mother still won’t give her a straight answer
about who her dad is, she decides to write letters to Jullian
himself. After years of letters, she has received no answer from
him, until one day he shows up on her doorstep. Her suspicions
of her parentage are confirmed, as Jullian Oliver tells her that
his father—her grandfather—is dying and he wants her to say
goodbye. Since Taliah’s mother is out of town, Taliah and her best
friend, Harlow, make the rash decision to go with him. There, in
Jullian’s hometown, Taliah meets family members she never knew
she had and uncovers a history of her Mom and Jullian she never
could have imagined.
This book has a great storyline. It tells Taliah’s story from her view
and then flashes back to her mother’s story in her mother’s view.
The characters are relatable and likable. The writing, however,
isn’t always the most engaging. It can get a little long and wordy
and, at times, repetitive. The story can be a little hard to follow,
and readers may find themselves skimming over paragraphs
that seem unimportant. Some parts of the book do have great
imagery and quotable lines, however. Taliah’s character is well
developed and her story encourages loving people for every part
of who they are and learning to understand yourself. The book
also could hearten aspiring artists, particularly musicians, as
music and what it takes to make music is often discussed, along
with following your dreams. Again, the story line is great and
exciting, but the writing is often less so. Younger readers may
enjoy it regardless.
*Contains severe language and mild drug abuse.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Heroine
Author

Mindy McGinnis

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
418

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062847195

Publisher

Katherine Tegen Books

Mickey Catalan is many things to many people, but with her senior
softball season on the horizon, a teammate is all she wants to be. So
when she gets in a car accident and injures her leg, all of Mickey’s
plans are affected. After hip surgery, Mickey’s doctors tell her that
she might not be healed enough by the time softball conditioning
starts to participate in the season. For Mickey, this possibility is
devastating, so she resolves to do whatever is necessary to beat the
clock. Mickey manages the pain with her prescribed medication. But,
when her medication runs out, she’s still a long way from recovered.
Eventually, she meets Edith, a older woman who sells Mickey more
pills. Since she was prescribed the medication by a doctor, Mickey
feels justified in buying a little more. After all, she only needs enough
to help her get to the softball season, then she plans to stop. But, as
Mickey finds she needs more of the medication to hold it together, a
life without the pills begins to seem impossible.
This is an intense but powerful read. So many books about the
slippery slope of addiction describe the peer pressure and the
teenage party scene as the key elements that contribute to drug
use. While there are certainly some young adults that abuse drugs in
social settings, it isn’t the only scenario. Mickey Catalan’s story is an
important one, especially as opioid addiction and prescription drug
use becomes more rampant. Ultimately, Mickey begins the story by
only following a doctor’s prescription. Mickey avoids the usual pitfalls
of peer pressure but still becomes ensnared in addiction. From
Mickey’s story, readers learn that even responsible and talented
individuals can find themselves stuck, and that the predisposition
toward addiction has nothing to do with the strength of the sufferer.
Heroine also depicts a complex family situation. Mickey struggles to
know her place after her parents’ divorce and father’s remarriage.
When Mickey eventually needs support, she must turn to her family,
as imperfect as it seems. This is necessary reading for those who
feel comfortable with more mature content.
*Contains severe language, severe substance abuse, and mild
sexual content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Hotel on the Corner
of Bitter and Sweet
Author

Jamie Ford

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
301

Year
2009

ISBN

9780345505347

Publisher

Ballantine Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Henry is glad to be Chinese. Some people mistake him for being
Japanese, but the difference is especially important now, during
World War II. Since the United States is fighting against Japan,
Japanese-Americans are ostracized even more than the other
immigrants. Henry’s father harbors serious prejudice toward the
Japanese, and he makes Henry wear a button that reads “I am
Chinese.” When another Asian girl comes to study at Henry’s
school, which is almost exclusively all-white, Henry is ecstatic.
Even after learning that she is Japanese, Henry cannot help but
be drawn in by Keiko’s sweet nature and fighting spirit. Without
telling his parents, Henry and Keiko develop a close friendship,
which blossoms into something like love as they bond over the
experience of being outsiders in a country that is supposed to be
for everyone. When events of the war separate Henry and Keiko,
they promise each other that they will find a way back to each
other, but it takes far longer than they expected to finally meet
again.
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is a work of historical
fiction that is about a highly sensitive and emotional time in
US history. Due to a narrative that is a little slower in pace, this
book could be classified primarily as adult fiction, but the story
is perfectly to young adults who would enjoy beautifully-written
narrative about cultures, conflict, and friendship. Featured
in Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet are real locations
that had significance during World War II, like Seattle’s robust
Chinatown and the Japanese internment camp Minidoka located
in Idaho. It seems as though the author strives to stay as true to
history as possible in her descriptions of these locations, and it
is clear that extensive research went into writing the book, even
though the characters themselves are fictionalized. This book
explores World War II from very unique perspective. As a Chinese
boy, Henry and his family are not subject to internment, but that
doesn’t mean that Henry is not affected by the war.
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Book Review

How to Care
for Your T-Rex
Author

Ken Baker

Illustrator
Dave Coverly

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

How do you care for your T-Rex? That’s an excellent question! This
story follows one boy as he teaches his T-Rex tricks, feeds him,
and even brushes his teeth. Readers soon discover that T-Rexes
can be hard to train; he might lick things up off the floor—or even
try and eat the floor! But even in the hard times, you and your
T-Rex can share a fun little song.
In this mix of facts and comedic elements is a story that is fun for
all ages. The story line is cleverly crafted and heightens the effect
of each picture. The words are well thought out and flow on each
page. The speech bubbles also add an extra element of fun. The
pictures are enjoyable with something always going on to capture
your attention. Baker uses humorous events but also includes
real facts that provide a fun learning experience for all ages.
There is much here that is certain to become a child’s favorite.

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250137517

Publisher

Henry Holt and Co.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

How to Take Care of
Your Dinosaur
Author

Jason Cockcroft

Illustrator

Jason Cockcroft

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler

Pages

Congratulations, your new pet has just arrived! How to Take Care
of Your Dinosaur is a guide for children on the proper care of a
dinosaur, should an egg arrive at your house. The dinosaur might
be shy, he might be hungry, and he might even need to be taken
on walk. This book follows possible scenarios for your dinosaur as
you take care of him, from the first moment he breaks out of his
shell to trying to put one excited dinosaur to bed.
Trying to get toddlers interested long enough to look at a
book can be challenging, but in this book, each page is full of
vibrant motion that draws the eye in to keep looking. Nothing
is stationary; with milk spilling out of glasses and water and
bananas flying across the pages, Jason Cockcroft does a
masterful job at keeping the pictures exciting and fun to look at.
No page is missed as even the inside of the covers are filled with
pictures that look like they were snapped in the middle of motion.
The illustrations are definitely the strong point of this book.

24

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536205688

Publisher
Nosy Crow

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

I Can Read!:
Chicken in Charge
Author

Adam Lehrhaupt

Illustrator
Shahar Kober

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages

The farmer is away, and Zoey is in charge of the new lambs.
First they need dinner. Zoey gives the lambs pie, but Sam thinks
maybe they ought to eat grass instead. Then it’s bath time. Zoey
makes a mud puddle for the lambs to roll around in. The lambs
are still dirty after their bath, so they go play in some hay to dry
off. Now covered in pie, mud, and hay (although completely dry),
they head to the nest Zoey made for them to sleep in. She reads
three stories and they all fall asleep.
This story is reminiscent of an Amelia Bedelia story, but only
in the premise where she gets everything wrong. The plot feels
lacking, and all the while we have Sam the pig to point out that
this is indeed NOT how you take care of lambs. The book has
words that are not easy for beginning readers. The bedtime
stories Zoey reads are the three other Zoey books by Adam
Lehrhaupt and feel awkwardly inserted into the narrative. This
is not a great book to practice new reading skills and is not very
enjoyable to read.

32

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062364258

Publisher
Harper

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

I Felt a Funeral,
in My Brain
Author

Will Walton

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
304

Year
2018

ISBN

9780545709569

Publisher
Push

Life is moving too fast for Avery to be able to process it all. He
is getting to know his own sexuality, grappling with his mother’s
addiction, and reminiscing about the life of one of his favorite
people: his grandfather, Pal. With so much confusion and
uncertainty in life, Avery finds that the only things that make
sense right now are the things that are just as perplexing and
ambiguous as his life is. For this reason, Avery finds solace in
poetry. If the famous poets have the courage to write about
tough things, why can’t Avery do it too? And so Avery’s entire
life becomes a series of poems. In these messy collections of
words, Avery discovers a clarity that has been lacking in his life.
Even amidst the turmoil of loving his best friend and protecting
his mother from herself, he finds that there is a beauty in the
written word that can help him navigate the uncharted territory of
adolescence.
I Felt a Funeral, In My Brain is told through a combination of
verse and prose, as Avery experiments with writing as a form
of expression. This gives the story a very artistic and whimsical
feeling, but also means that clarity is not the priority. The events
of the story also are not linear, so it can be very difficult to follow
exactly what is happening. The reader’s confusion likely serves
to mirror Avery’s own confusion during challenging times. It is
difficult to not feel lost when reading it, despite the beauty of
the words and the obvious skill behind them. For those who are
seeking a solid narrative structure with clear literary signposts,
this would be a frustrating and unsatisfying read. But for those
who are at peace with the prospect of taking the more scenic
route through a book, the text is really quite beautiful and moving.
Even when the plot is sometimes unclear, the powerful emotions
are always detectable beneath the surface, which is a tribute to
author Will Walton’s skill and depth.
*Contains severe language, moderate drug abuse, and moderate
sexual content.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Lighting Up the
Brain: The Science of
Optogenetics
Author

Marc Zimmer

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
80

Year
2018

ISBN

9781512427523

Publisher

Twenty-First Century
Books

It all started with some glowing squid. Once their florescent
proteins were transferred to mice, the mice would glow when
exposed to certain light frequencies. From these discoveries,
scientists began to wonder if they could they use flashes of light
to switch on groups of toxin-clearing neurons in Alzheimer’s
patients. They also thought they could target specific neurons in
Parkinson’s patients to stop the signals that produce tremors.
Solving these major medical crises would be miraculous,
but while science has made mighty strides forward in animal
experimentation over the past forty years, implementing these
discoveries into human brains is complicated and, for the time
being, risky.
Lighting Up the Brain is attractive and organized. Colorful pictures
with captions and large subheadings orient readers to this
challenging subject matter. Sidebars that are based on main
content are plentiful and reinforce concepts that readers may find
difficult. The author gives a brief orientation to the components
of the central nervous system and cites famous studies that
have taught mankind about the brain. However, even with this
background, the complexity of this book makes it more accessible
to the content-driven adolescent who is willing to stick with it.
While this text lacks the fluidity between concepts that would help
a novice reader easily see a smooth progression in optogenetic
discoveries over time, the narration of key experiments is full
of rich detail—so much so that sensitive readers may want to
exercise caution with the descriptions of the animal experiments
that are important factors in this field. Overall, for kids who are up
for growing new dendrite spines, this is a very stimulating read!

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Lizzie Flying Solo
Author

Nanci Turner Steveson

Reviewer

Taylor Nelson

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
336

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062673183

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

After Lizzie St. Clair’s father is imprisoned for embezzling, Lizzie
and her mother are forced to give up their home. They move to
a transitional housing shelter named Good Hope until they can
get back on their feet. Lizzie is determined to stay invisible at
her new school so no one will ask her about her father or her
living situation. But one day, she discovers a nearby horse farm
and instantly connects with a frightened young pony, whom she
names Fire. She becomes a working student at the stable in order
to be close to Fire, and she decides to save up the money to buy
him. As she works to find opportunities to fulfill her impossible
dream, Lizzie must open up to those around her, realizing along
the way that everyone has their own problems, and that true
strength lies in vulnerability.
Lizzie is a fantastic middle-grade protagonist. Her strength and
determination in the face of true adversity is inspiring. As she
progresses throughout the novel, she finds her voice and learns
that even in the worst of circumstances, there is always reason
for hope. The minor characters also show an impressive array of
human depth, and the support and unconditional love they show
Lizzie is beautiful and heartwarming. While Lizzie is determined
to fly solo, over the course of the book she learns that ‘solo’
does not necessarily mean ‘alone.’ The book also broaches the
important topic of homelessness, especially during childhood.
This is a wonderful book to discuss in the classroom and is full of
heartache, hard work, resilience, and love.
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Book Review

Make a Wish,
Henry Bear
Author

Liam Francis Walsh

Illustrator

Liam Francis Walsh

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
21

A year ago on his birthday, Henry Bear wished that his parents
would be more fun. He thought not having rules would be exciting,
but now his parents aren’t normal. They beg Henry to stay up,
eat cake for every meal, and even encourage him to be late for
school. Henry realizes over the year that living with no rules is not
as fun as he thought, so tonight when he blows out the candles,
he plans to wish for his parents to go back to normal. When he
comes home he sees that his mother has prepared a bowl of
candy for him instead of cake, which means no candles and no
wish. Fortunately, Henry’s new friend is there to save the day and
life goes back to normal.
This book is for every child who wished their parents weren’t
so strict. It illustrates why rules and structure are so important,
and shows the value of making kind, helpful friends. The warm,
colorful illustrations are inviting and give the story a light and
happy feel. The text is positioned in an aesthetically pleasing and
easy-to-read way. This interesting story teaches a meaningful
lesson in an attractively illustrated format.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781626723320

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Mermaids Fast Asleep
Author

Robin Riding

Illustrator
Zoe Persico

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages

Do you think there are mermaids way down deep? Do you think
these mermaids are fast asleep? A little girl stares into water as
the sun sets and imagines the mermaids down below. There are
merparents rocking their merbabies. Dolphins singing lullabies.
Mermaids snoring away. Mermaids counting fish instead of
sheep. All kinds of mermaids that are laying down to rest after a
long day.
Mermaids Fast Asleep explores the magical word of mermaids
with song-like words that mimic a lullaby. The book has beautiful,
whimsical illustrations. The illustrations are colorful cartoons
that explore diversity. Every mermaid and mermaid family seems
to have a different shade of skin. Cool colors are used, the
colors getting cooler and darker as the book goes on, illustrating
the night falling. The words are lyrical, but the rhymes are not
completely perfect and the rhythm is a bit forced. Despite that,
the book is alluring and would still be a great one to read aloud to
a young child, especially at bedtime.

25

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250076359

Publisher

Macmillan Publishing
Group

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Monkey and
the Little One
Author

Claire Alexander

Illustrator

Claire Alexander

Reviewer

Jessica Reynolds

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
2015

ISBN

Monkey likes the lonely life he lives in the jungle—until the Little
One shows up. The Little One copies everything Monkey does,
and Monkey becomes very annoyed, especially at night when the
Little One plays loud music. Monkey hopes to find some peace
at a cool lake, but the Little One still shows up. Monkey gets so
frustrated that he tells the Little One to leave him alone. Soon,
Monkey finds that he is lonely, and searches for the Little One,
hoping to win his friend back with some bread and jam.
Monkey and the Little One is a sweet story that teaches about
friendship. Readers can see themselves in both characters,
as most people have felt lonely or tried hard to make a friend
before. This book is enjoyable for all ages, but particularly
young children as they can easily connect to the characters and
enjoy the combination of the text and pictures. The illustrations
enhance the story with beautiful pastel colors and soft lines,
creating a gentle visual experience in addition to happy text. This
book would be beneficial to teachers of young students to teach
about friendship and the importance of being kind to others, or
to teach about point-of-view. It would also be a fun bedtime story
for parents to read to their children while simultaneously teaching
them a good moral. This book is sure to become a favorite of all
who read it!

9781454915805

Publisher

Sterling Children’s
Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Mouse’s First Summer
Author

Lauren Thompson

Illustrator

Buket Erdogan

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

One summer day Mouse and Minka come to play. Finding
themselves at a picnic, they scamper around to discover what
lies around them. Tickly green grass, kites in the sky, and juicy
watermelon! Finding delicious new food and other creatures is so
much fun, especially as fireworks start to shoot off into the sky.
Hooray for summer!
Mouse’s First Summer is a quick read that rolls off the tongue
with short sentences and the occasional rhyme. The book also
describes certain objects according to color and feel. This would
be a great book to teach young children about color and texture.
The pictures look painted and cartoonish. They are a bit simplistic
but fit in with the theme of the book. The book has thicker
cardboard pages, making it more durable for young children to
handle and read along with a parent or teacher. This is a great
addition to any children’s library.

Pages
31

Year
2013

ISBN

9781442458420

Publisher
Little Simon

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Mrs. Master Is a
Disaster My Weirdest
School #8
Author

Dan Gutman

Illustrator
Jim Paillot

Reviewer

Cynthia Phillips

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
105

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062429346

A.J. and his friends head to school for a normal boring day. But
wait, there old fogies at school? Oh, that’s right, it’s grandparents
day. One of the grandparents, Alexia’s grandmother Mrs. Master,
is an inventor and entrepreneur. As she tells the children about
her career and the inventions she sold, the kids all begin to get
ideas about starting a company and becoming bazillionaires.
What they need is a really great new invention. When A.J. comes
up with a compassionate, fluorescent, sweet smelling toilet seat,
the children and investor teachers believe they’ve struck it rich.
But little do they know how difficult it is to run a business. When
things start to unravel, Mrs. Master doesn’t seem to mind that
she has created a disaster.
Mrs. Master Is a Disaster is the eighth book of the series
My Weirdest School. The series is a sequel to the My Weird
School series written by Dan Gutman. This book teaches all
about entrepreneurship and the benefits, risks, hard work, and
excitement of creating your own business. The books all seem
to refer to the “crazy” adults these children meet and follow the
children in A.J.’s class. This early chapter book is a great short
read that is easy enough for a first chapter book but witty enough
for all ages to enjoy. The illustrations are cartoon-esque in their
appearance and really match the feel of the “television episode”
type writing style. Mrs. Master Is a Disaster is a comedic success
and would make a great addition to any children’s library.

Publisher

HarperCollins Publishers

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1

22

Reviewers: CBMR May 2019 Book Reviews

Book Review

My Sister Beth’s Pink
Birthday: A Story About
Sibling Relationships
Author

Marlene L. Szymona

Illustrator

Christine Battuz

Reviewer

Beverly Jones

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
30

Year
2015

ISBN

9781433816550

Preparations are in order for a special day at Jen and Beth’s
house. It is Beth’s third birthday. Everyone is celebrating and
bringing lots of presents for Beth, but her sister Jen feels
forgotten. Jen gives in to her jealousy and takes Beth’s gifts to try
them on for size. Even though Jen does something selfish, Beth
still looks up to her big sister and sees her strengths instead of
her weaknesses. Jen learns an important lesson about love and
sharing from her little sister. She realizes that Beth is not just a
baby, but she is growing up to be Jen’s best friend.
This is a good book to use to demonstrate feelings within sibling
relationships. Families will greatly benefit from this book if they
are experiencing difficulties with sibling rivalry. Sometimes
children may have difficulties explaining how they are feeling,
and this book provides a visual representation a way to express
emotions and communicate with each other. This book is geared
towards four- to eight-year-olds, but it will hold the interest of
toddlers as well because it is full of bright colors. The illustrations
are adorable and bring this important discussion topic down to a
level that young children can understand. Sometimes discussing
a somewhat serious subject matter works best when there is a
balance between the fun factor and the emotional factor. This is
a unique book that provides a specific resource for those who are
searching for books about siblings. The book takes a topic that
could be a big issue and turns it into a solvable problem that is
easy to discuss and execute.

Publisher

Magination Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Noah’s Noisy Night
Author

Maria Correa

Illustrator

Sebastien Braun

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating

Dependable

Level

Toddler

Pages
20

Year
2019

ISBN

Noah is going to bed after a long day on the ark when he hears
someone crying. The bears can’t sleep, so Noah gets them a
nightlight. As he’s going back to his room, he hears someone
making a racket. The crocodiles are fighting over the top bunk,
so Noah stacks some boxes to make another top bunk. Then the
penguins complain they’re too hot. Noah gives them an ice bath.
The rhinoceroses and giraffes need help too. The giraffes are too
excited to sleep and make so much noise the other animals wake
up. Mrs. Noah reads a bedtime story to everyone and they all drift
off.
Noah’s Noisy Night is a fun book that explores what it might
have been like trying to sleep on the ark, with some fanciful
adaptations. Every parents will identify with Noah’s increasing
frustration and hopelessness of trying to fall asleep. The
conclusion of the book is a bit weak, with the bedtime story
acting as a silver bullet. This is definitely gears more toward
toddlers with the simple solutions and identifiable bedtime antics.
As any good book about Noah and his ark would have, there are
lots of animals to identify and practice making animal sounds as
well! The images are full spread and full color with cute animals
alongside an expressive and exasperated Noah. This is not really
a book about the story of Noah, but it would be a fun addition to
start talking to kids about what it was like on the ark.

9781680101324

Publisher
Tiger Tales

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1

24

Reviewers: CBMR May 2019 Book Reviews

Book Review

Now What?: A Math Tale
Author

Robie H. Harris

Illustrator

Chris Chatterton

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
26

Year
2019

Learn math, shapes, and counting with this little pupper. After
finding a bag of blocks, a puppy is on a quest to make the perfect
bed from the shapes, but first he has to figure out what shapes
he has. Counting the sides, corners, and straight lines is the
perfect recipe to finding out what each block is. After figuring out
what makes a rectangle, he still needs more blocks to make his
bed—but there are no more rectangles! The puppy must go on
to discover what makes a square and triangle next to make the
perfect napping spot that he can curl up on.
Now What?: A Math Tale is an interesting combination of
real photographs and a hand-drawn dog that interacts with
the shapes. The use of different illustration styles creates an
imaginative element that makes it fun to look at. The pictures
aren’t only blocks though, as most pages feature a blanket and
teddy bear, adding variety within the pages. As this is a math
book for small children, the counting only goes up to the number
four. It goes through all four corners, all four straight lines, and
then makes connections to other shapes previously discovered. It
also explores words such as short, skinny, and upside-down. This
book would work well as a teaching tool in a classroom or to help
those learning how to count to four with shapes.

ISBN

9780763678289

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

One for the Murphys
Author

Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Reviewer

Phyllis Rosen

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
224

Year
2012

ISBN

9780399256158

Publisher
Puffin Books

Carley Connors has been sent to live with a foster family. She is
suddenly faced with an unfamiliar style of parenting and family
interactions, and she does not know how to navigate this new
world. Carley finds a new friend who helps her feel normal, and
gradually she finds common ground with the new family. But just
when she begins to feel comfortable and starts to wonder about
the possibilities of being a permanent member of the family,
Carley receives notice that her mother wants her back.
This book portrays the heartbreak and confusion that children
in foster care deal with. While trying to adjust, Carley is also
attempting to understand the horrible incident that caused her
and her mother to be separated. While she loves her mother, she
understands that something went terribly wrong in their past. As
the reader gets to know Carley and the foster family, it’s apparent
that there are two sides to every story. The foster mother wants to
show love, but her own children have feelings of resentment and
displacement. Carley wavers between wanting to be with her own
mother and wanting to accept and be a part of this new, calm,
and steady environment. The author helps us to see that time
and effort enables people to move past the protective walls that
others build around themselves. The author also allows us to see
that communication and forgiveness are part of every working
relationship.
*Contains mild language.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

One of a Kind
Author

Ariel S. Winter

Illustrator
David Hitch

Reviewer
Alyssa Hurst

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Lysander Singleton is the only kid at Twin Oaks Elementary who
is not a twin. He tries his best to fit in and play with the other
kids, but they already have a built-in best friend. Every year, Twin
Oaks Elementary has an individuality competition, and this year,
Lysander has an edge. As he sings his solo, writes about his
unique qualities, and makes quick ice cream decisions without
the help of a twin, he scores higher than anyone else. In the end,
being the only kid without a twin pays off.
While singing a solo or choosing an ice cream flavor without a
twin may seem like an easy task, this book celebrates these feats
of individuality and self-sufficiency. It teaches readers to see that
being unique is positive. It teaches students to include others
who may be feeling left out. Most of all, this book teaches readers
to have a little more self-worth and see that they are one-of-akind.

Pages
28

Year
2012

ISBN

9781442420168

Publisher
Aladdin

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Open If You Dare
Author

Dana Middleton

Reviewer

Emily Loveless

Rating

Dependable

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
288

Year
2017

ISBN

9781250085726

Publisher

Feiwel & Friends

Birdie’s summer was troublesome enough before a long-buried
box with “Open if you dare” written on the lid came into her life.
Now, on top of Ally’s pitching slump, Rose’s imminent removal
to Britain, Birdie’s annoying younger sister, and unwelcome boy
drama, the three best friends have a forty-year old mystery to
solve. This is their last summer together, and Birdie is trying to be
a good friend, but with so many problems and clues dividing her
attention, feelings and people get hurt. To finally lay this mystery
to rest and give the summer the send-off it deserves, Birdie and
her friends break a mailbox, visit a stranger in a nursing home,
delve into the retired and alphabetized stacks at the library, and
ultimately snoop under the floorboards in a neighbor’s house. The
real story behind the mystery isn’t anything the girls could have
guessed, but by the time the clues are all laid out, the summer
has become one none of them will ever forget.
Dana Middleton has written a gripping mystery alongside a
genuine and relatable coming-of-age story. Birdie’s voice feels
natural for her young age without feeling childish, and her
reactions and emotions are true to life. The conflicts within the
story could feel simplistic, but Middleton presents them to great
effect without drifting into melodrama. Birdie’s internal struggle
with helping Rose plant stink bombs in her house prior to an
important showing is a particularly poignant experience of being
caught between doing what’s right and being a good friend.
Young readers will find characters with whom they can relate and
also learn from. Middleton manages to touch on common and
important topics for her primary audience: navigating pressures
within family and friend relationships, responsibility, forgiveness,
loss, change, and belonging.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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Book Review

Slappy’s Tales of
Horror: A Goosebumps
Graphic Novel #4
Author
R.L. Stine

Illustrator
Dave Roman,
Gabriel Hernandez,
Ted Naifeh and
Jamie Tolagson

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
172

Year
2015

ISBN

9780545835954

Publisher
Graphix

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Slappy would like to present to you four absolutely horrifying
stories. Erin and Josh test a roller-coaster based off of a horror
movie. When the ride comes to an unexpected stop, the two learn
there’s more to the monsters than just special effects. In the next
story, tall-tales of a werewolf circulate Grady’s new neighborhood.
He ends up fighting for his life in this story’s twist ending. In the
third story, Terri and Jerry planned on a normal vacation. However,
following rumors of a ghost, the siblings end up risking their lives
to learn the truth. In the final story, Lindy becomes so good at
ventriloquism, her dummy appears alive. Jealous, her sister Kris
also gets a dummy. With two dummy’s in the mix, the sisters end
up fighting for something much more important than performing
gigs.
This book is made up of stories adapted from R.L. Stine’s original
works into graphic novel form. They follow true R.L. Stine fashion
in having you hooked from the first page and ending in a way you
would hardly expect. There is a different illustrator for every story.
The amount of detail in the illustrations goes down from one story
to the next. There is sibling rivalry, or rivalry between friends,
in every story, and it gets a little intense. In the first story the
friends yell at each other a lot, and in the last story the sisters are
extremely rude to one another. It can be difficult to read through
the trivial and over-exaggerated arguments of the characters in
each story. The dialogue in general is a bit of a let down. It isn’t
very exciting and can be hard to follow. The illustrations and text
aren’t terrible, but they will definitely be more tolerable for a
younger audience. The book’s aim is to frighten the reader and
would reach that aim with most children.
*Contains mild violence
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Book Review

Supernaturally:
Paranormalcy #2
Author

Kiersten White

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
336

Year
2011

ISBN

9780061985867

Publisher
HarperTeen

Evie has the normal life she’s always wanted, even if high school
is a lot different then she thought it would be. But when Raquel
appears asking for Evie’s help, Evie is conflicted about returning
to the International Paranormal Containment Agency (IPCA).
Knowing she wants to do more, she returns and is assigned to
work with Jack, a boy raised by the faeries who has more to him
than meets the eye. Trying to balance her life, her relationship
with Lend, and her job back at Central, Evie works to preserve
who she is. Even though Evie tries to withhold judgment on an
entire faery race, she finds herself stuck in her worst nightmare,
and it’s only the relationships she has with others that can bring
her home again.
This is a solid sequel that delves more into the relationship
between Lend and Evie. It also further explores the whole
idea of Evie’s empty soul, something that readers eager for
these aspects will enjoy. However, other characters are mildly
disappointing. Jack had a lot of potential but lacks the essence
to connect him with readers, and Lend also seems less vibrant
in this book. With a solid focus on the importance of truth in
relationships, integrity and honesty come out as big themes in
the story. This book will relate to teens as it explores the same
question they might be asking of “who am I,” and then ends with
a nice resolution that ties up the answer. The flow of the story is
well paced between action and conversation scenes. Readers
looking for a clean read will also like to know that White uses the
word “bleep” instead of swearing.
*Contains mild violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss5/1
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